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Meet Your Team!



Meet Your Team!

Blue:
Mrs. Crow (ELAR)-  victoria.crow@acaedu.net
Lance Hale (Social Studies)- lance.hale@acaedu.net
Jami Hofer (Science)- jami.hofer@acaedu.net
Laurie Robbins (Math)- laurie.robbins@acaedu.net

Green:
Cara Bellah (ELAR)- cara.bellah@acaedu.net
Kelsey Clark (Science)- kelsey.clark@acaedu.net
Kristen Johnson (Math)- kristen.johnson@acaedu.net
Brenda Padilla (Social Studies)- brenda.padilla@acaedu.net

5th Grade Remind: @2022aca5th
5th Grade website: aca5.weebly.com
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Meet our FINE ARTS Team!



Meet our FINE ARTS Team!

Linda Gaston (music)- 
linda.gaston@acaedu.net
Carla Rivera (spanish)- 
carla.rivera@acaedu.net
Julie Hernandez (art)- 
julie.hernandez@acaedu.net
Aaron Norris (PE)- 
aaron.norris@acaedu.net
Lee McGee (PE)- 
lee.mcgee@acaedu.net

This year students will be rotating “specials” each 
nine weeks to give them a significantly higher level 
of instruction & opportunity for successful content 

mastery & application.  

Students will attend…
● PE 3X a week 
● 2 Fine Arts classes (Mon-Thurs)
● All Fine Arts classes on “Fun Friday” 
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Welcome to the ACA Intermediate Art Room!
Mrs. Julie Hernandez

julie.hernandez@acaedu.net

ART SUPPLIES    
NEEDED:

5th Grade-  2 Fine 
Sharpies (1 pkg)

*This is not 
mandatory, but if 

each 5th grader can 
bring 1, it will really 

help the art 
program!



Meet our FINE ARTS Team!



Arlington Classics Academy is a public charter school dedicated to…
Our Mission:  to equip a diverse student body with a 
comprehensive education, including a special focus 

on Western civilization. Students will develop a 
commanding knowledge of the origins of our liberty 

and the ability to sustain it through moral leadership. 
We aim to accomplish this goal through a high level 

of academic instruction and high behavioral 
expectations.

Our Vision: to be an educational 
institution of academic excellence that 

provides a college preparatory, liberal arts 
curriculum delivered through a classical 

style of instruction.



ACA Intermediate Mission Statement 

ACA Intermediate strives to build strong 
positive relationships with our #GriffinTribe and 
provide rigor and relevance that will inspire all 

students to become lifelong learners. 



Curriculum

What makes 
ACA 

unique?

TEKS 
(Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) 

➔ English Language Arts
➔ Math
➔ Science
➔ Social Studies
➔ PE / Art / Music / Technology

PLUS
➔ Spanish
➔ Core Knowledge Literature
➔ CK History & Geography (K-5)
➔ CK Fine Arts (K-5)
➔ LEAP (Learning through an Early Algebra Progression, 3-5)
➔ Executive Function Skills 
➔ Social Emotional Learning/Mindfulness 







Curriculum

What’s exciting 
about 5th Grade? 

ELAR

● Genre projects 
● Super hero roots project 
● Informational text surgery
● Activities that allow 

students to get up and 
move as well as 
collaborate with others  

● 5th graders become more 
independent in choosing 
projects and activities 
throughout the year. 



Reading Activities 

Cultural 
Day Superhero 

roots project 

Dramas and 
reader’s 
theater

Text feature 
surgery 



Curriculum

What’s exciting 
about 5th Grade? 

Math

● Number sense 
development emphasizing 
decimals and fractions

● Real world connections 
and projects

● Collaborative learning
● Build a solid foundation for 

future growth and to 
prepare students for 
algebra

● Room Transformations 
and Escape Rooms



Curriculum

What’s exciting 
about 5th Grade? 

Science
● Three branches of science: 

physical, earth, and life
● Science processing skills: 

scientific method, lab 
safety, lab tools

● Hands on experiments
● Student engineered 

experiment projects
● Family take home 

experiments
● Escape rooms and 

classroom transformations
● Amazing Race STAAR 

Review



5th Grade Science

HANDS ON SCIENCE 
EXPERIMENTS

Digital and Around the 
Room Escape Rooms

Amazing Race STAAR 
Review

Family Take Home 
Experiments



5th Grade Social Studies

● Explorer Debate:  Who was the best?

● Columbus DBQ:  Hero or Villain

● Roanoke Island-The Lost Colony

● Jamestown Colony and the Starving 

time

● Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party

● Valley Forge DBQ: Would you have 

Quit?

● Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War





Instruction:  What sets us apart?

● Classical Style of Instruction
● College Preparatory
● Personalized Learning



ACA’s Three Legged Stool Approach to Partnership



Instructional 

Day



GRIFFIN Time 

Griffin Time is an intentional 30 minute time where students engage in Personalized Learning daily. 

This personalized learning can be extension or intervention. 

All students participate in the core lesson instruction and practice.  
During the Griffin Time block, students may be intentionally engaged in any combination of the following:

● small group with their subject area teacher
● small group with an interventionist 
● small group or 1:1 interaction to make progress toward the goal of an Accelerated Learning Plan
● whole group extension lesson or activity that is supplemental to the core curriculum
● personalized practice related to the core instruction or supplemental instruction

This structure maximizes our instructional time because:
● We differentiate access to the core lesson so that all students can learn the expected ACA curriculum content to the 

expected level of mastery.
● Students receive extra instruction (either supplemental extension or supplemental intervention) as indicated by their 

individual needs.  The supplemental instruction is designed to yield growth in the core curriculum.



Homework

All Work=100% (Teachers may count 
tests/projects more than once at their 
discretion. )

Assignment Expectations: Assignments are 
to be completed when assigned by the 
teacher. If an assignment must be taken 
home to finish, or homework is given, the 
assignment will be due at the time the 
teacher has designated. 

Late Work:

One day late= minus 15 points 

Two days late= minus 30 points 

3 or more days late= minus 50 points 



Planner 

Planner Sheet:

This year we will continue to have a daily planner sheet. 
Students will fill it out each morning. We use one planner 
sheet for both colors, so you can just scroll to find your color. 
Unlike last year, we will not be sending the planner out daily. 
If your child does not get their assignments written down in 
the morning, they can use the 5th grade website to get the 
information from our live link-- aca5.weebly.com.

http://aca5.weebly.com/


Planner 

Blue Behavior Calendar: We will use the blue 
behavior calendar in the planner to help 
everyone track student behavior this year. If 
your child has to have a sign for behavior or 
academics it will go on this calendar. Each 
Friday, we ask that parents review the blue 
sheet and initial in the box on the right side of 
the row. Then Monday, each homeroom 
teacher will check that it is signed. Please only 
sign once a week, do not sign for the entire 
nine weeks at once.

At the end of the nine weeks, infractions will 
determine the citizenship grade on the report 
cards. Fifth grade will be using the following 
scale when determining the citizenship grades.

E= 0-4 infractions
S= 5-10 infractions
N= 11-15 infractions
U= 16+ infractions
  **If students are sent to the office, the 
citizenship grade will automatically drop one 
letter grade that nine weeks.**



BlueBonnet 

Challenge 

There are 20 books on the 2021-2022 Texas Bluebonnet List of 
nominees. In January, all Griffins who have read at least 5 of the 
nominees are eligible to vote for their favorite book in the statewide 
poll.The Texas Library Association sponsors this program in order 
to encourage voluntary reading, and to expose students to a variety 
of genres. ACA intermediate sponsors our very own voluntary 
reading program featuring the Texas Bluebonnet nominees.

● Read (or listen to someone read) 18 out of the 20 
Bluebonnet books.

● Once students have read or listened to the Bluebonnet 
book, they are to take a short online quiz.

○ Quizzes will be accessible form the campus 
librarian, grade level reading teacher, and campus 
website.

● Deadline to complete 18 Bluebonnet Books: 3/6/2022
● Griffins who complete the Bluebonnet Challenge will 

receive an ACA Bluebonnet t-shirt and a certificate at grade 
level end of the year Award ceremonies.

**Note that some books may contain mature content and may be 
more appropriate for middle school readers. Parents are advised to 
preview books/content.

Questions: Contact Mrs. Menezes, ACA Intermediate Librarian t, 
tiffany.menezes@acaedu.net



Instructional 

Resources

ELAR Resources:
● HMH Reading (vol.1&2)
● Benson Handwriting
● Novels

Math Resources:
● SAVVAS EnVision 2.0 
● ThinkUp! Math 
● LEAP 
● ST Math 

Science Resources:
● STEMscopes

Social Studies:
● Core Knowledge History & Geography 

Units
● DBQ Project



Math Club

Division Master Club - Earn a 
Baby Yoda shirt



Griffin 

Goodfellows  



Join PTO!   



Join our 

campus 

Remind!    

...to receive weekly updates on campus 
events from Mrs. Rodgers 



Assessment

NWEA MAP, STAAR 
Language Proficiency Testing for 
English Learners

NWEA MAP:  Growth Measure 

● Administered BoY, MoY, EoY
● Math, Reading, & Science
● Computer-adaptive

STAAR:  State Assessment

● Administered EoY in May
● 3-5 Reading & Math
● 4 Writing embedded into Reading test  
● 5 Science
● Only one administration of each test

TELPAS: State Assessment

● Administered in Spring
● Language Proficiency Measure for 

English Learners



Thank you for making this 
time with us tonight a priority!

We look forward to partnering 
with you for your student’s 

success!


